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Whether the forms and maxims of Governments which are still in prac-
tice were adapted to the condition of the world at the period they were
established is not in this case the question. The older they are the less
correspondence can they have with the present state of things.

Time, and change of circumstances and opinions, have the same pro-
gressive effect in rendering modes of Government obsolete as they have
upon customs and manners. Agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and
the tranquil arts, by which the prosperity of Nations is best promoted,
require a different system of Government, and a different species of
knowledge to direct its operations, than what might have been required
in the former condition of the world.

As it is not difficult to perceive, from the enlightened state of man-
kind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their decline, and that
Revolutions on the broad basis of national sovereignty and Government
by representation, are making (heir way in Europe, it would be an act of
wisdom to anticipate their approach, and produce Revolutions by reason
and accommodation, rather than commit them to the issue of convulsions.

From what we now sec, nothing of reform in the political world ought
to be held improbable. It Is an age of Revolutions, in which everything
may be looked for.

The intrigue of Courts, by which the system of war is kept up, may
provoke a confederation of Nations to abolish it; and an European Con-
gress to patronize the progress of free Government, and promote the civil-
isation of Nations with each other, is an event nearer in probability than
once were the Revolutions and Alliance of France and America.
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PART THE SECOND
To M, DE LA FAYKTTB
an acquaintance of nearly fifteen years in difficult situations in
America, and various consultations in Europe, I feel a pleasure in pre-
senting to you this small treatise in gratitude for your services to my
beloved America, and as a testimony of my esteem for the virtues, public
and private, which I know you to possess,
The only point upon which I could ever discover that we differed was
not as to principles of Government, but as to time, For my own part I